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Lo By. of LINGOLN, 


MT LORD, . 


N Obedience to your Londſhip' chile =_ 
have Printed this Sermon, wherein I have en 
deavour'd to Vindicate the Divine Inflitution of 
that Sacred Order, of which your Lordſhip is ſo 
Great an Ornament. All the Lead 2 of 
Epiſccnacy are to Acknow this S 
riority began not far from̃ the porn times, Far 
our Church * A diligent Conſideration of the Ho- 
Scriptures and Primitive Fathers carries the Original 


8 1 that from the very times of 
A 2 the 


the Apoſtles, there hath been theſe Orders of Mini- 
ers in Chriff's Church, Biſhops, Priefis and Deacons. And 
_ this is the DofFrme I have Aſſerted in the following 

Diſcourſe , with what Strength and Clearneſs I can, 
altho I muſt confeſs, much inferior to vhat che Ar- 
gument deſerves. However ſuch as it is I Humbly 
offer it to your Lordſhip's Favour and Patronage, be- 


wm 47 3 bet ve cry Faftions and: '/ 


Diviſions, by ſuch a Mild and Gentle Government 


as your Lordſhip Exerciſeth in this your Dioceſ- 
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* E 775 1 I f 43 
" ' EPHES. Tv. nj 1 0 
"at 45 2nd Hh Apoſller and ſome EY and” 
ſome yrs fo and ſome Paſtors and Teachers; 
for the Perfelting of the Samts, for the work of the 
Miniſtry, for the Edifying the Body of Chrift : till ue 
- all come in the of the Faith, and o the Know- 
ledge of the Son of God, unto a Perfell Man, unto 
the NE ER a of the No of N 


OY. } 219 2131 * 


8 % - 
* . 33 


ur Bleſſed Saviour 2 little before * 
Paſſion Prays ardently to his Father; 
That He would preſerve his Apoſtles, 
and all that ſhould believe on Him 
thro' their word, in Truch and Uni- 


1 

[+ 

| 

1 to the End of the World. Hoy oy | 
ather keep thro' thine own Name 

COTE ny tov that they may be one as 

the World, ſantiify them through thy Truth, thy 4 

| Truth. Neither Pray L for theſe alone, but for them alſo 

may be one, as thou Father art. in me, and Tin thee, 2 

ae 2 ds wiſdom knew what- 


they alſo may be one in us, I in them, und thou in me, 
that they may be made perfect in one, and that the World © 


we are. They are not of the World, even as 1 am. not 

which ſhall believe on me thro* their word. That they all 1 

may 3 Thou haſt ſent me, and haſt Loved. them, 
Tares- 
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6 Epiſcopacy Aſſerted and Recommended 

Tares of Errour and Diſſention would ſpring up in his 
Church, that althoꝰ there was but one Lord, one Faith, 
one N one Body, one Spirit, one God and Fa- 
ther of All; yet notwithſtanding theſe great Conſide- 
rations, nothing would be more hard and difficult, than 
for Chriſtians to Agree in the true worſhip of God, and 
to Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace. And 
for this Reaſon it was that He ſo Affectionately recom- 
mends them here to the Divine Grace and Protection; 
and not only fo, but afterwards upon his Aſcention into 
Heaven when he had conquer d Death and the grave, he 

1 his ſpiritual Gifts, and ſetleth the Miniſtry 
in ſuch a manner, as was moſt like to prevent diſorders, 
and promote Truth, Peace, and Godlineſs, to the Fi- 
nal conſummation of all things. And he gave ſome Apoſ- 
tles and ſome Prophets and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome 
Paſtours, and Teachers = the perfetting of the Saints, 
for the work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Bod 
of Chriſt. Till wwe all come in the unity, of the Faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a Perfect 
Man, unto the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fullneſs of 
Chriſt. | | 

Tele words we have an account of all the Miniſters 

of Chrifls Church, as well extraordinary as ordinary, A- 
poſtles, Prophets and Evangeliſts for the planting and 
propagating the Chriſtian Faith in the world, and Pa- 
ſtours and Teachers for the farther Inſtruction and Edi- 
fication of ſuch Particular Churches as the other had 
ſucceſsſully planted. And both the one and the other 
in their Ref ective ways were given by Chriſt for the 
perfecting of the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry, 
and for the Edifying of his Body the Church. 

As to the Extraordinary Miniſters of Chriſt, we have 
no controverſy that I know of with our Diſſenting Bre- 

3 . chren; 


| as the great Band of U 


chren; and ma che Goc of Feen and. Loye inſpine 
into the hearts ot n LowhncliondMeoknels,tucls 
Lon gſuffering an Forbearanceiof one another in Love, 
dag we may at laſt happily unite again in that orderly 
and Gadly Farm of Miniſtry, which he has Appointed 
on purpoſe for our Unity and Edification. \ 

ow the great-Diſpute between us lies here, whether 
the Churches of Chr founded by the Apoſtles, were 
ſetled in an Equality or Inequalit — Miniſters, whether 
every Miniſter of Ghridt had, full Apoſtolical Power, or 
there were ſeveral Degrees in the Miniſiry. The Patrons 
of the Diſſention defend the former, ſaying, that by the 
Inſtitution of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, every Miniſter of 
Gods word has not only a power of Preaching and Admini- 
firing the holy Sacraments given him, but wr . ordination and 
juriſdiction too; and therefore that the Biſhops of our 
Church are no better chan Diotropbe s, that is, guilty of uſur- 
po being o- . Men affecting Preheminence a 


ve their Brethren, whereas by the Primitive inſtitution, f 


all are equal to them. 

So — to Vindicate che Conſtitution of our Churchs 
it will be expected from me toſhew, that what they call 
Uſurpation, is no leſs then Divine Inſtitution, and that as 
the - poſtles gave to ſome Miniſters a power of Prea- 
ching — Aaminiftring the Holy Sacraments, ſo they 
reſerved to themſelves a more Su power, Viz." 
of Ordination and Furiſaliction. Which yet was not ſo 
22 to their own perſons, as to exclude all others 

ſucceſſion herein, but was actually communicated 
alſo to other Great and Famous Men. And therefore 
as they had ſome who ſucceeded them in the ordinary 
Power of Preaching and. — ——— — 3 
ments, ſo they had — who beſides 


wich the bighty power of Ordindtion and Panic: 
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8 Epiſcopacy Aſſerted and Recommended 

All which I hope to make fully appear in the proſcen- 

tion of theſe words, which give mg occaſion to treat 

on the following particulars. | = 
I. To ſhew that the Apoſtles did maintain and eſtab- 

— an inequality of power, or ſeveral degrees in the 


iniſtry. | 
II. That ſuch an inequality is better fitted for the 
Perfecting of the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry for 
the edifying of the Body of Chriſt,” than can be expected in 
an equality of Paſtours and Teachers. And therefore 
III. We ought with all lowlineſs and meckneſs to ſub- 
nut to the inſtitution of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and en- 
deavour after Unity and Edification under this Miniſtry, 
as being appointed by God for this end and purpoſe, 
Till we all come in the unity of the Faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect Man, unto. * 
the Meaſure of the ſtature of the fullneſs of Chriſt. 


I. Then I ſhall endeavbur to make it appear that the 
Apoſtles in the plantation of Chriſtian Churches did 
maintain and eſtabliſh an inequality of power, or ſeve- 
ral degrees in the Miniſtry. And ſince God had a Na- 
tional Church in the World long before the time of their 
Preaching, and our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf had been 
13 their way for the erecting his Church in all 

ations; we may doubtleſs borrow a Conſiderable light 
from what was done by divine Inſtitution, even before the 
ſettlement of Chriſtian Chufches by the Apoſtles. For 
God is a God of Order, and'not given to change-as we 
are. And therefore it will not be unſuitable to my pur- 

to ſhew 3 4 | 8 Int * a 
1. How God ſetled his Church among the Jews. 


2. How our Bleſſed Saviour proceeded in — 
parations for a Church, which he made during * 
* Ts 3. How 


4s the great Bond of Union. 
3. Ho the Apoſtles 

Cinitizn — Fob nee, 
Ifheddhis Church among the Jews in this ineguality of 
Mini ſters; that Chriſt He not actually alter That con- 
ſtitution, but prepared his Church after the ſame man- 
ner; and that laſtly in the very Plantation of the Chur- 
ches there was ſtill a like znequality obferyed; it will be 
hard to conceive how the Apoſtles ſhould at laſt re- 
from this Ancient Platform in the ſettlement of 
. Chriſtian Churches ; and we may well expect plain proof 
and Demonſtration before we believe this Pret E- 

quality of Miniſters. | 
1. Then let us enquire how God ſettled his Church 
among the Jews. For this being a National Church 
and order'd- in thing by the fpecial Direction of 
God, we have Reafon to conclude that the Ecclefraſti- 
cal Government here Eſtabliſhed, was the beſt and moſt 
perfect Form. And ſuch as was intended for the good 
order and Diſcipline of the Catholicł Church in all Ages. 
Now as to this point of an urguality in the Miniſtry, 
there can beaio Diſpute: For as the [Prieſthood was. 
annexed to the Tribe of Levi, ſo we find it diſtinguiſhed 
into divers Degrees, High-Prieft, Prieſts and Levites.. 
Every City and Synagogue had Prieſts and Levites for 
the Inſtruction of the People, and Management of Sa- 


47 | 
appears that God 'eſtab- 


k 


cred things, over theſe were placed by Holy David, the: 


Heads of the Families, called Principes Sacerdotums,. 
and then there was one Aaron or High-Prieft over them 


all, who had the r and Government of the whole 


Body. That this Form of Eccltſiaſtical Government , as. 
to the ſubſtance of it, did notterminare with the Fewiſh 


Charch, but was by the Holy Apoſtles kept up and con- 


tinued in the Chriſtian, is the manifeſt Doctrine of the 
Ancient Fathers, as will to any one who conſiders 


their 


10 Epiſcopacy Aſſerted and Recommended 

— their Alluſions and Arguments: Clemens Romanus in his 

z Zug, Epiſtle to the Corinthians, exhorts every one to ſerve 

687. God in his reſpective ſtation, telling them, that not only, 
the High-Prieſt, Prieſts and Levites had their pecnliar- 


* 


Functions and Miniſtries to diſcharge, but the Laity 
their Dutys alſo. St. Cyprian not only calls Chriſtian 


« Epiſt. 
Rogat- 


enum. e- By — frequently by the name of Summus Sacerdos, or 
+ Oxon. High-Prieſt, but challengeth the ſame Honour and 
Authority for them, and that upon the Law of Moſes, 
intimating thereby to us, that they are as it were Deſ- 
cended from them as their Lawful Succeſſors. Towhom 


ſpect to that which was in the ad, foraſmuch as con- 
cerned the eſſential parts of that Prieſthoad. 
But does not the Scripture ſay that the Prieſthood is 
now changed? have we not an High-Prieſt after the 
7-11, order of Melchiſedeck, and not after the order of Aaron, 
and do's not the Apoſtle expreſly ſay, that the Prieſt- 
hood being changed, there is made of neceſlity a change 
alſo of the Law? What then have we to do, with the 
Eccleſiaſtical Form of Government under the Fews? To 
this it will be only needfull to Reply, That our Bleſſed 
Saviour, made no alteration in the Ancient Conſtitution 
| of Church Government. He abrogated indeed the Ceremo- 
| nial Law, and tranſlated the Prieſt-hood from the Tribe 
of Levi to that of Judah, but as to the Eſſentials of the 
Miniſtry, they ſuffered no change. And we may as well 
fay that Preaching the word and Adminiſtration of Sa- 
| craments 


at the great Bond of Union. | 

craments were utterly abrogated, as that our Bleſſed Sa- 
viqur put an end to the Ancient Form of Church Govern- 
ment. All Types and ſhadows were done away; but 
the ſubſtance of Religion, and what was Abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for the due Adminiſtration of it, remained in as 
full force as they were before. But where does our Sa- 
viour Ratify this Antient Conſtitution? tis ſufficient 
that he has not Abrogated it, neither muſt we expect an 
intire Chriſtian Church in his Days, for he Ered 

Church diſtinct from that of the Jews. He was Circumci- 
ſed after the Law, frequented and taught in the Temple, 
and was preſent at all the great Feſtivals: The veil of 
the Temple was not yet* rent in twain, and ſo the 
old Diſpenſation ſtood, and there was no Chriſtian 
Church Eſtabliſhed till after Chriſt's Death. However 


he made ſome preparations for it, and therefore I come 


now 


2. To enquire how our Bleſſed Saviour proceeded in 
_ 1 for a Church which he made during 
s Life. : 
And here you may ſee the perfect Lineaments of the 
Ancient Form of Church Government, that is, three De- 
grees in the Miniſtry. For as our Saviour Himſelf was 
the Great High-Prieſt of our. profeſſion, ſo he choſe 
twelve Apoſtles under him, and Seventy, or as ſome Read 


Seventy two Diſciples of an Inferiour order under them, 


and in this manner was the Miniſtry carried on in his 


time, without the /eaſt ——_— of any Equality of 


Paſtours and Teachers. At the time of his Aſcention 
when he gave his Commiſſion for planting the Chri- 
ſtian Church in all Nations, he grants it not Pro- 
miſcuouſly to all, but to his Apoſtles as being the chief 
Officers under him. All power rs given unto me in Heaven 
and in Earth, Go ye therefore and Teach all Nations, Bap- 

| hed B 2 " tizing? 


ted no 


* 


Iz Epiſcopacy Aſſerted and Recommended 
r1zing them in the Name of the Father , and of the Son, 
Mat. 28, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; Teaching them to obſerve all things 
19, 20. whatſaever I have commanded you, and lo, I am with you 
"mw always, even unto the end of the world. And then he brea- 
az Thed on them, and ſaid unto them, Retetve ye the Holy 
Ghoſt. Here then being a Commiſſion granted for Plan- 
ting Chriſtian Churches in all Nations. I proceed 
3. To enquire whether this was done by an Equality 
or Inequality of Miniſters. And as to this point we 
have fo clear Evidence, that there can be no Diſpute 
pe — For the A —.— — Chriſt gave ſome 
Ss, and ſome Prophets, and ſome eliſts, or as 
* we read in — — firſt Apoſtles, Gcondarty Pro- 
phets, c. which ſhews that they were ſeveral Ranks 
of Perſons diſtinguiſhed as well by Name as by Office and 


— 2 
=o Jo the '— 4. = appertained the great Preheminence as 
being the 


erſons to whom Chriſt committed his full 
Power and Authority. The others were uſefull and ſub- 
fervient to them in their Office and Miniſtry. As the 
Former had Commiſſion to Plant the Chriſtian Faith in all 
Nations; ſo the latter were to be their A/iftants and 
Companions in that great work. Chriſt had not only 
his Apoſtles, but ſeventy Diſciples of an Inferiour order 
to them, and tis generally believed that theſe e 
| and Evangeliſts were of that number, ſo that hitherto- 
| we meet with no Equality of Church Miniſters. 
| The Apoſtles had the whole world for the Office of 
| their Miniſiry, and in the opinion of a Learned Anno- 
—_— tatour, divided it into their Diſtinct e., Lots, Places or 


L 25 Provinces, and the Greatneſs-of their work required 
| that they ſhould have many Fellow Labonrers and Aſſi- 
Pants» whom they might imploy, as they had occaſion. 

The Prophets were uſeful to them in explaining _ 


| 


. 


* 
1 . 
X ' 
I 
b | 


as the great Bond of Union: 
Ancient Pro s, by the Inſpiration of the Holy Spi- 
rit to che Cewilten ee Jews. And as ſome of them 
at the leaſt were Miniſters of the word, ſo we find them 
by their preaching and exhortation ſetting forward the 
. propagation of the Goſpel, 5 de ge 
hich was the proper work of an Evangeliſt. For in 
this Order were Men of Eminent Degree and Abilities, 
ſuch as were diligent and apt to Teach, and ſo choſen 
by the Apoſtles Por the propagation of the Faith , .and 
ſent Abroad with ſuch Power and Authority as enabled 
them to Preach the Goſpel and Adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments in all places whither they came. N ay we have an 


example of a wer granted to one of theſe Evan» 
geliſts, even — Avoſtolical Off of Ordination and Furiſ- 
diction, which he exerciſed in the Ghurch of Epheſus. 
Philip and Timothy were both Evangeliſts, and yet the : 


former being only a Deacon, could not confer the Holy 2 Tim. 
Ghoſt, but left the Office of Confirmation to the Apoſtles 
to whom it properly appertained: Whereas the latter 2. 


had Epiſcopal power entire. Theſe evidences are ſuffi- 
- ctent to ſhew what a great Inequality there was among 
thoſe who were concerned in the propagation of the 
And fo having enquired into the Ancient Form of 
Church Goverment, which God himſelf inſtituted among 
the Jews, found our Bleſſed Saviour's Inſtitution ſuita- 
ble to this model, and that the Apoſtles planted their Chur-- 
ches by an 7 _ of Miniſters ;. I proceed now to- 

make good my Firſt Propoſition, and ſhew, that the A- 
poſtles did maintain and effabliſh an Inequality, or ſeve- 
ral degrees in the Miniſtry, in thoſe Churches which they 
planted. Andhere give me leave to obſerve that all the- 
1 ought to lye on our ſide, and that unleſs our 
ies CO — * clear evidence of * 
— 


% 


* * IT 
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that the Ancient Form of Church Government was now 
actually changed, we ought reaſonably to conclude from 
the former conſiderations, that it was continued as it was 
before. For who can believe that all on a ſudden, the 
Apoſtles ſhould alter the Form of Government which God 
had appointed, the Inſtitution of their Maſter, and their 
own practice too, without giving us expreſs notice, that 
they had ſo; if not the Reaſon for ſo doing. And yet 
we have not ohe word that looks like an evidence for 
| ſuch a mighty change. All that can be proved from 
_ Scripture is only this, that Biſhop and Presbyter are 
Synonimous Terms, and that in the enumeration of 
Church Officers, we meet ſometimes with Biſhops and 
Deacons, without any mention of a third Order diſtinct 
from them. But, how little ſuch places as theſe will 
ſerve to. juſtify their pretended equality of Church Mi- 

niſters, J hope to make appear in my Anſwer to them. 
The places of Scripture uſually brought againſt Epiſ- 
1.5.7. £9pacy are theſe. For this cauſe 475 T thee in Crete, that 
thou ſhould'ſt ſet in order the things that are wanting, 
and ordain Elders in every City, as 1 — thee. 
And then the Apoſtle ſhewing how theſe Presbyters were 
to be Qualify'd, adds, that a Biſhop muſt be blameleſs. 
A. 20. To the ſame purpoſe is St. Paul's charge to the Elders of 
*. the Church at Miletus alled _ Take heed therefore unto 
Emoxs- your ſelves, and to all the Flock, over which the Holy 
”s Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers or Biſbops, to feed the Church 
pe , of God, which he hath purchaſed with his own Blood. In 
i the ſame Language ſpeaks Sr. Peter another Apoſtle, The 
| Elders which are among you I exhort, who am alſo an El- 
der and a witneſs of the ſufferings of Chriſt &c. Feed 
tbe Flock of God which is among you, taking the overſight 
thereof, or as it is in the Greek, Doing the Office of a 
uf. Biſhop. As to the enumeration of Church O 2 
| ve 


* 


| 


1 
| 


as the great Bond of Union. 175 
have only 3535 and Deacons mentioned, by St. Paul 
both in his Epiſtle to Timothy, and that to the Philippi- 
ang; in the former, aſſoon as he has done with the 1 Tim. . 
ualification of a Biſpop, he immediately proceeds to that 
of a Deacon. And in the latter he applys himſelf ro 
all the Saints which are at Philippi with the Biſhops *** 
_— — he oppoſers of Epi// ould 
rom which Texts the oppoſers of Epiſcapacy wou 
not only conclude that Biſhop and Prech ter = Synoni- L 
mous 'Terms, and bear the fame fignification, but alſo nac, 
that they denote only one Degree and Office, that is, a &. 
bare ſimple Presbyter deftitute of all ſuperiority over 0- 
ther Presbyters, and that the Apoſtles finally lodged all 
Eccleſiaſtical power in a College of ſuch Presbyters. Now 
that all this cannot be concluded from theſe places of 
Scripture I think will evidently appear from the follow- 
ing conſiderations. | 

1. For altho' tis allowed that B:ſbop and Presbyter have | 
the ſame ſenſe and fignification, yet we have no expreſs 4 
declaration in what notion they are to be taken, and | 
for any thing we find in theſe Scriptures, we may vin- 
dicate the Aſſertion of a very Learned Man, who will Pr: Heme 
have both theſe words always interpreted in our notion 
of a Biſhop, and not in any other ſence; much leſs a 
TW | . 

2 But what if theſe words denote Perſons of diverſe 
"Offices and Functions, one above another, and not only +. 
one Degree of Officers in the Church? what if we ſay a- f 
mong theſe there might be ſomeB;/bops of a ſuperiour order, 
to whom Ordination and Juriſaddiction might appertain; 6 
whilſt others of an inferiour order might have no ſuch 
power, but only that of preaching the word and admini 
ſtration of the Holy Sacraments ? A. Diſtinction of Offices 
does not always infer a Diſtinction of Names; T. * _ 

as 4 


— —— ——᷑ᷓ COS Wo OO — 


| 


16: Fpſſccpac Aſrted and Recommended 
Philip were both called Evengelifts, and yet they had 
not an E I bo fuſficuar to 


quality of pouer, w. 
ſhew the Invalidity of an Argument drawn from an Iden- 
Fity of name, to an Identity of office. For altho' we ſay there 
are diverſe Degrees in the Miniſtry, which may clearly 
be diſtinguiſhed in the Holy, W 8 yet tis not ne- 
ceſſary for us to affirm, that theſe * — are like wiſe 
ſignify'd by a Difference of names. Nay as to theſe ve- 
ry names of Biſhop. and Presbyter, we are undoubtedly 
certain that they are not always affixed to perſons of the 
ſame Office and Dignity in the Church. For the Apo- 
ſtles were doubtleſs of a Superiour Order to the Billops 
mentioned in theſe Texts, and yet their Office is cal- 


44 1.20.1ed an E iſcopacy , and they are frequently called El- 


ders or — in the Holy Writings. St. Peter was 
one. of the chiefeſt among the Apeftler and yet his emi- 
nency is not denoted by a peculiar name, but he alſo is 
comprehended under the common name of Presbyter. 


re. 5. 1. et 7h r H , enuarerGimg®-, the Presbyters that 


are 4 you I exhort, who am alſo a fellow Presbyter. 
And ſo is St. ohn another Apoſtle ſtyl'd by himſelf in 
two of his laſt Epiſtles, 5 ngw6wye-; which ſhews that the 
ſame Name may frequently comprehend divers Offices 
and Functions. I ſhall only bring one Inſtance more 
from Scripture to this Purpoſe, which ſhall be that 
celebrated Text _—_— produced in Favour of a Pre/- 
byterian Ordination. Neglect not the Gift that is in thee, - 
which was gruen thee by prophecy, with the Laying onof 
the hands of the Presbytery. Now that this nec, was 
not ſuch a College of Prezbyters as our Diſſenting Bre- 


thren would have us:belicves is undoubtedly certain, be- 


cauſe the Apoſtle St. Paul was one of them: For this ſame 
ift here mention'd is in another Epiſtle imputed to the 


brance; 


*fRaying on of his Hands. Wherefore I pur thee in Remem- 


4 the great Bond of Union. 17 
' brance, that thou:ſtir up the gift of God which is in thee, 
by the putting on of my hangs. So that allowing nee 
to ſignify aColletFive Bay, and that of bare Precbyters 
— yet here is no argument for a Preabyterian Or- 
dination nor for an ut mug Fac Paſtours neither, but ra- 
ther the quite contrary» uſe St. Paul himſelf was 
a Principal Inſtrument in it. This may ſuffice to ſhew 
that in Scripture Language theſs words Bibop and Pres- 
byter may well enough be accommodated to Perſons of 
different Degrees and Offices in Subordination to one j 
nother. And accordingly they are ſo interpreted, to * 
ſignify promiſcuouſly ſometimes a Biſbop and ſometimes , 
a Presbyter by St. * Chryſoſtom, Oecumenius, and T heophy- mu e als- 
lact. And + Irenæus ſpeaking of the Elders which St. Paul 
ſent for to Miletus, calls them the Bi and Preſ- etna 
byters of Epheſus and other neighbouring Cities. Which g int- 
2 may ſeem the more probable, becauſe St. , . 
Paul had ſpent Three Years in the Office of his Mini- ws d 


\ 


ſtry in theſe parts, which was a more conſiderable time, 2. 
than he had been in any other Church, and doubtleſs =; cute 
his Succeſs and Progreſs were Anſwerable to his great 2. 14 
Labours, and this being the laſt time he was like to ſoe u 
them, tis highly probable that he would ſend for as , 
. of his Clergy, as could conveniently be got toge- 1 
ther. "oF | | 
But laſtly let theſe Biſhops and Presbyters be taken in 17 Milets 
what ſenſe you pleaſe, yet ſtill *tis evident that the A. Epiſcopis * 
peſtles did maintain and eſtabliſh Three Degrees in the * Prevy- 
Miniſtry. For altho' we allow that in the firſt planta- erantab E. 
tions of the Churches they only placed Presbyters and phelo, & 
Deacons in them, yet it will by no means follow that —— 
theſe Churches were Governed by the Common Council Civitati. 
and Advice of theſe Biſbops or Presbyters. Becauſe the iu, Inn 
Apoſtles themſelves _—__ the Supream Authority — reſtificans, 
c 3 C. 14 
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both Clergy and Laity in their own hands. And the 
eat Queſtion is, whether this Supream Power was de- 
egated to others by them or no. St. Paul tells us that 
the care of all the Churches lay upon him, and accor- 
dingly we find him exerciſing his Power and Diſcipline 
in the Church of Corinth, and other Churches of his own 
Planting. And as to the Delegation of this Power, tis not 
ſufficient to ſay, that the Apoſtles had no Succeſſours in 
Eundem Gradum, or that the Presbyters were their Im- 
| mediate Succeſſours. For tis true in ſome Reſpects they 
had no Succeſſours; and yet we may truly ſay, not only 
that the Presbyters, but the Deacons too were their Im- 
mediate Succeſſours as to ſome part of their charge. But 
who were their Succeſſours in the ou power of Or- 
dination and Juriſdiction? neither a College of Presbyters 
nor Deacons, but as they had fellow labourers, Coadju- 
tours and Aſſiſtants, who helped them on with the Pro- 
Pagation of the Goſpel, ſo when the Churches they had 
planted grew many and numerous, and the charge of go- 
verning them too great and troubleſome, by Reaſon of 
their removal into other places, they doubtleſs conſtituted 
ſome of theſe renowned perſons in their ſtead, and fix- 
ed them in ſuch Churches and Provinces as they faw 
convenient. And hence in all probability it is that St. 
Paul ſtiles theſe his Companions and Fellow Labourers, 
his Partners and the Apoſtlesof the Churches. Whether 
do enquire of Titus, heis my Partner and Fellow 
Ge concerning you or our Brethren be enquired of, 
hey are >a HF , the Apoſtles of the Churches, ſuch 
as I have made and conſtituted Apoſtles and Biſhops in 
the ſeveral Churches which I have planted. ' For as he 
gave them. the Apoſtolical Power of Ordination and Ju- 
riſdifion in thoſe Churches wherein he placed them, ſo 
according to their great Dignity and Preheminence., P 
might 


an 
he 
th 
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might well honour them with the name of Apoſtles as 
being inveſted with a Full Commiſſion from him, to | 
exerciſe the Apoſtolical Office there. And ſo is Epaphro- 
ditus one of his Fellow Labourers and Biſhop of Phi- * 

ppi called the Apoſtle of the 1 by him. Ter l u 

uppoſe it neceſſary to ſend to you Epaphroditus my Bro- 
ther and Companion in Labour and bellow Soldier in 4 
dh but your Apoſtle. And accordingly Theodorit tells i Tim.c. x 
us that thoſe which are now called Biſpops were in the 7." 
beginning called Apoſtles, but the name of Apoſtles was obeys 
not continued out of Reverence to the Apoſtles, but the Emminrny, 
Name of — was then appropriated to the Suc- . 
ceſſours of the Apoſtles. "+ 45,001, eee e e 
But however this be, whether they were called Biſhops, * N 

Apoſtles or Evangeliſts, by any or all theſe names it cz, 
mattereth not, certain we are, that St. Paul delegated arege- 
the Government of the Churches to theſe his Fellow La- . — 
bourers, and not to a College of Presbyters, and that they , 
were his Succeſſours in this particular and not the * E. 
other. For we have — proof of this, in two Re- „e 
markable Inſtances, the one at Epheſus, the other af ro = 
Crete, where our Apoſtle himſelf placed his Companions 7; 
7. imothy and Titus, in the Goverment of thoſe Churches, ih 
as to whoſe ſuperiority over Presbyters there can be no 
controverſy, either in Point of Ordination or Furiſdiction. 
For 1. They were to Ordain them. For this cauſe left Ti 1. 5: 
T thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldeſt ſet in order the things | 
that are wanting, and Ordain Elders in every City as 1 __ 
had apointed thee. Lay hands ſuddenly on no Man, nei- a. 
ther be partaker of other Mens Sins. 2. They had Au- 
thority over them, and if there was occaſion, they might ' Tim. 5. 
uſe the Virgula Apoſtolica, and Correct them. Againſt 
an Elder Receive not an Accuſation, but before two or 
three witneſſes. Them = in, Rebuke before all, _ 
: 2 others 
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Tit. 1. 10 others alſo Fear. There are many unruly and vain 
„Tullers and Decetvers, whoſe mouths muſt be ſtopped, who 
ſubvert whole Houſes, teaching things which theyought 

nat, for filthy Lucres ſake. | 

But the Aſembly of Divines being hard preſſed with 
Fur Div theſe Authorities, will not have Timothy and Titus to 
. Angi. erciſe this power as Biſhops, but as Extraordinary 
C. 5. 5. 62 Officers or Evangeliſts. But how. does it appear that 
this Ecclefiaftical Furiſdiction belonged unto them as E- 
vangeliſts, allowing them both to be ſo? Evangeliſts, 
prope y ſo called, were Men extraordinarily employed in 
reaching the Goſpel, without a ſettled Reſidence upon 


L Div. any one charge. Now Preaching and Governing are 


, 67 * certainly diſtinct offices. Philip was a Preacher and an 


Euangeliſt too, and yet he had not the power of Ordi- 
— Jai feier, 28 Timothy and Tinas had. So 
that I preſume this power could not belong unto them 
as Evangeliſts, otherwiſe Philip muſt have had it as well 
as they. The truth is, Philip was an Evangeliſt and 
Deacon, and fo was Timothy an Evangeliſt and Biſhop, 
and they that would make his Epiſcopal Office Tempo- 
rary, becauſe he was an Extraordinary perion as an E- 
vangeliſt, may for the fame Reaſon, make the other's 

ce of a Deacon dye with him. Nay. the Apoſtles 
were doubtleſs Extraordinary Officers, and the whole 
Miniſtry maſt dye with them, if that Argument be good, 
for they executed all the Offices of Biſhops, Priel and 
Deacons. * 

But altho' Timothy and Titus will not down with them 
in the caſe of Epiſcapacy, yet at another time they are 
no ſuch Extraordinary Officers, but their Authority it 
ſeems may ſtill be pleaded. For when the Presbyteri- 
an party had opened a Gap to confuſion, by deſtroying 
the Miniſtry of God Almighty's appointment, and were 


NOW. 
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now peſtered with other ſects, that y'd down their Mi- 
niſtry as faſt as they had done the Epiſcopal, fa ing, there 
was no ſuch alles as the - — by Chriſt 
to be 8 in his Church; then ihe fp te was chan- 
ged, and Timorhy was no Temporary Officer, nor the di- 
rections given to him for — Age but for all Ages 
of the Church to the end of the on even to the ap- 


pearance of Jeſus Chriſt. So that now it feems what was 2 6. 3 
Dev, | 


given in charge to Timothy, was not intended by the A- 
poſtle for him only, but or all his Succeſſours to the end — 
of the world. An therefore the owe which he ex- 9 
erciſed, was no Temporary Authority. But as he was. 
inveſted by St. Paul with a — ſuperiour to the Pres- 
bytery, ſo ought the ſame ſtill to continue in the Church, 
even untill the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt. 
And that this really was the deſign of the Apoſtle; 5 
to ſettle an Authority in the Church of Epheſus, ſuperi- 
aur to the Presbytery, is farther manifeſt, becauſe other- 
wiſe we can give no tollerable Account, why Timothy: 
thould be ſent thither wich this Authority at all. For Se. 
Paul had been three years in cultivating that Church 
himſelf, and ſo conſidering his cuſtom in other Churches, 255. 147 
we may be aſſured the Presbyrery was already ſettled, 
and if this had been intended for the ſupream Authority, 
to what purpoſe ſhould Timothy be ſent afterwards with 
a Greater? So that we mult acknowledge that the Apoſtle - 
St. Paul did actually ſettle an Eccleſiaſtical Authority 
in the Church of Epheſus, ſuperiour to the Presbyt $ See Dri 
and — we find in the Ancient Records of 
Church, that Timathy was always eſteemed B. 11 of the 25 mn Tim. 
Aftaticks, as Titus was of the Cretians. And altho' | 
ve have not ſo perfect an account of the proceedings or 
the other Apoſtles, as we have of St. Pant in this 
tivalars yet we * juſtly | A took the ſame- 
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| | Method, becauſe they were under the direction of the 
| ſame Holy Spirit, and if we look into the earlieſt Ages of 
| Antiquity, we ſhall find all the Churches of God, con- 
| cerning which we have any clear Records, to be under 
1 this Epiſcopal Government. So unanimouſly do the Pri- 
mitive Fathers declare Biſhops to be the Apoſtles fuceeſ 
fours in point of Furiſdittion. Which I ſuppoſe might 
| be one rene Reaſon, which made Mr. Calvrn ſo frank- 
. 8 confeſs that Epiſcopal Furiſdift:on , whatever ſome 
—_ yvtertans may think, is preſcribed in the word of 

0d. 

And thus have I:endeavoured to ſhew that the Apo- 
ſtles did maintain and eſtabliſh an Inequality of power 
in the Miniſtry, or which is all one, that Epiſcopal ſuperi- 
rfl is of Apoſtolical, that is Divine Inſtitution, the A- 


goſtles doubtleſs acting herein as they were moved by the 
| % Ghoſt. | . 
II. I proceed now in a few words to ſhew, that this 
Tnequality, which God has appointed, is better fitted 
for the perfeiiing of the Saints, for the work of the Mi- 
niſtry, for the Edifying the Body of Chriſt, than can be 
expected in an Equality of Paſtours and Teachers. 

1. As to the — of the Saints or particular E- 
dification of Chriſtians, our bleſſed Saviour hath ap- 
pointed ſeveral uſeful Ordinances, ſuch as prayer, prea- 
ching the word, and the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
and where theſe Holy Ordinances are conſcientiouſly per- 
formed in a due manner, according to his divine Inſti- 
tution, we may be Aſſured his conſtant Bleſſing will 

attend them, and make them ſucceſsful for the great end 
for which they were thus appointed. So that we muſt 
ſay that conſtitution is beſt fitted for the Edification of 
the Saints, which in its own nature is the likelieſt to ſe- 
cure us the great Benefit of theſe Holy Ordinances, 2 

; * t 
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this certainly is rather to be in an — 
* than in that Miniſtry which makes all E- 
qual. a 


For in this Inequality, we have not only ſome whoſe 
Office and Duty it is to promote the Edification of ſuch 
Chriſtians as are Committed to their Charge, but others 
of an higher Authority to ſee that they actually doe it, 
that is we have the ſame pt” that our Brethren 

have and a far greater. And in this ſtate of imperfection 
in which we now live, tis a vain Imagination to think 
that every Man will do his Duty as he ought, and ſo 
the Miniſtry be diſcharged without any Faults. Infir- 
mities are common to all Mankind, — ſome in all pro- 
feſſions will ſtand in need of Reproof and Correction, and 
in caſe of Notorious Neglects there ought to be a Reme- 


ay, that the Edification of Chriſtians may not be hindred 
thereby. And ſo indeed there is by Divine Appointment | 
in this Inequality of Paſtours and Teachers; but if Men 
will notwithſtanding the Ordinance of God, follow 
their own particular ways of Edification, they may thank 


themſelves and their own willfullneſs, if inſtead of E- 


aifying they grow worſe and worſe,- either for want of 


Sound Inſtruction or an Holy Example ; nay if they have 


neither Ediſying preaching, nor a Regular Devotion, nor 


a due adminiſtration of the Holy Sacraments. 

2. This Inequality of Paſtours and Teachers is better 
fitted for the work of the Miniſtry. St. Paul in the Di- 
rections he gave Timothy for the better diſcharge of his 
Epiſcopal care, has many Inſtructions relating to the 
Clergy. He was ſenſible bow apt Men are to conſume 


their time in vain Diſputes and uſeleſs ſpeculations, and : Tim. «4 


therefore he bids him charge them, that they ſtrive not +, 


about words to no purpoſe,. that they give not heed: unts ,. 


Fablet and endleſs Genealogies, which Miniſter Queſtions 


rather. 
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rather than Godly Edifying For when the Adou;/fr 
which was —_— to Preach Jeſus Chri according to | 
to his Goſpel, begins to turn unto vain N vy hat 
becomes of the main end of their Inftitution ? When eſfen- 
tation, popularity, an Affectation of Learning, or a ſlavißb 
den of ſerving a party, is the Common practice of ſuch 
as ought only to be the Miniſters of God, what is more 
plain and evident than that the Office of the Miniſtry 
is proſtztuted and Abuſed? But what Remedy for ſuch 
eat abuſes as theſe in a parity of Paſtours and — ? 
Who ſhall Rebuke with Authority, or put an end to 
Fooliſb and unlearned Queſtions ? What if there be found 
IG Drotrephes, an Heretical Arius, a Ringleader of 
Faction and Schiſm, or any ſuch Diſturber of the com- 
mon Peace of the Church? Where is the Authority to 


Aamoniſb or reject, who ſhall puniſh that others may fear? 
An Equality knows no ſuperionr, and when Equals pre- 
tend to exerciſe e Ine upon their Brethren, how 
readily do they hear, by what Authority doſt thou theſe 
things, and who gave thee this Authority? Offenders 
are unwilling enough to ſubmit to juſt Authority, and 
how then can we expect it in an ꝝſurpation ? whereas 
in this Inequality of power which God has eſtabliſhed in 
his Church, we have an wndoubted Authority to ſtop the 
mouths of Gainſayers, and correct all offenders whatſo- 
ever. He has not only deſcribed the Duty and Office of 
the Holy Funttion in the Scriptures, but erected a Suff 
cient Authority to look after the due Adminiſtration of it. 
3. This Inequality of Paſtours and Teachers, which 
God has 8 is better fitted for the Edification 
of the Body of Chriſt. Particular Congregations are the 
great care of private Paſtours, but who ſhall take care of 
the whole Body, how ſhall the unity of the Catholick 


Church 


4 the great Bond of Union, 
Church be preſer ved? who ſhall be the great overſters here? 
the Apoſtle tells us there are fit bonds and Ligaments, by 
which this one Body is joined and compacted together, but 
how does this appear in an Equality of Paſtours and Tea- 
chers; Private Paſtours have enough to do to look to 
their own particular Congregations, but how ſhall theſe 
Congregations be fitly joined together, and by what 
Authority? where are the nerves and ſinews that are 
proper to connect and wnite a Regular and uniform Bo- 
42? who ſhall ſettle the Terms of Catholick Communi- 
on? this is neceſſary to be done in a large and Diffu-. 
Jed Body, but what proviſion for it in an Equality of 
Paſtours? who are appointed for this great Province? 
or what perſons have we that can pretend to oblige 
their Brethren in Indifferent things? | 


In Epiſcopacy all theſe things are Manifeſt, here is 
a juſt Authority and means of union. We may ſee the. 
joints and nerves, by which the Body. of Chriſt is u- 
nited to Him as their Head. Tis one great end of 
Biſbops and Governours to keep a fair Correſpondence 
between all Chriſtian Churches, that the ſame Dockrine 
and worſhip may be preſerved pure and entire in all the 
Churches of God; that no juſt 2 or — be given, 
but wherever we come, we may meet with the ſame puri- 
ty of Worſbip, according to the Rules and precepts of 
the Goſpel, 1 8 e 

This certainly tends to the Edification of the Body 
67. Chrift, but where is it to be found in this Equality? 


we may endeavour, I confeſs, to ſupply theſe Defects by 
Humane prudence, by Claſſical and provincial Synod: , 


4 
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by erecting a priority of order and the like, but theſe in- 
— | am only. 2 diſeover the waakneſs of thut 
Conſtitution, and ſo the more effectually to recommend 
unto — that Epiſcopal. ſuperiority which God has ap- 
pointed us. | | 7 


gince then God in his wiſdom has eſtabliſhed 
in his Church an 4 ty of Paſtours andi Taachens, 
—_—_—_— — — —.— Chriſtians, 

e work of the Miniſtry, and fortheedifying of the w 
Bady of Chriſt 


III. Let us with all /owlineſs: and mee 
the Inſtitution of Chriſt and his Apaſtdes. Let us not 
ſeek our particular edification according to our own 
Fancies, but as God has appointed us. We know tis 
Divine and Supernatural Grace, whereby a Man is 
Eidified; and where ſhould: we look: for this, but in the 
Holy Ordinances which Cu has appointed: We cannot 
expect his Grace but in his own ways and ſince he has 
joined private edification and the: edrfication: of the 


whole: Church together, let us not preſume: to divide 


them, leſt we effectually cut aur ſeſves off from both. 
God is all unity, and: will maſt aſſuredly beſtow his 
Hay Spirit upon ſuch Fairtful Servants: as ſeek it ſin- 
cerely in unity. Ler us then endeavour heartily after 
Love and Peace and Unity; and as God has given us 
an Eccleſiaſtical Authority to promote theſe great Bleſ- 


among us, during this Hunenfutf tate; ſo let us 


Honour and obey; it as his Divine Ordinances. till we all 
come Few and Gentile, in the unity of the Faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of Gods. unto a perfech Man, 
unto the Meaſure of the ſtature of the Fullneſs of 1 3 

- Now 


kneſs ſubmit to 


A 


Now the God of Patience and Conſolation grant, that 
we may be like minded one towards another, according 
to Chriſt Feſus, that we may with one Mind and:one "© 
Mouth Glorify God, even the Father of Lord Feſus Cbriſt. . 
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